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To the READER. 

1.4 

PREVIOUS to the Rev . Mr . Hett’s 

* * 

Letters appearing in print, l had no intention of trou- 
bling the prefs; and if Mr . Neefiam had not written 
his Examination, I certainly fhonld not have tref- 
pa[fed upon the attention of the public a fecond time . 

But as the principal Charges which the Rev . Mr. HeU 
and Mr . Neefham have brought againjl the Metho - 
dips, are unfounded in truth, I think it right that * 
they Jhould be controverted . However, if either of 
thefe gentlemen fhould effay to write again, I Jhall 
not confider my f elf bound to anfwer them ; as I hope 
the public will be fatisfed that all which has been ad- 
vanced of any conference againjl the Methodijls, ei- 

i 

ther by the one or the other, has been fully refuted by 
the Reply to the Rev . Mr. 1 Jett, and the contents of 
this Pamphlet; which I trujlwtll furmfh the Reader 
with fome information concerning the Methodijls 

that he may not have had an opportunity of obtain « 

* 

+ing before. I am at the fame time fully perfuadcd, 
although I have denominated this pamphlet an Apo - 



logy for the Methodijls, that the conjijlently pious 
and fcriptural conduct of any denomination of pro - 
f effing chriflians whatever , is the bejl apology that 
can be made for them 9 and worth all the apologies 
that have ever been written « 

W. M. 



i 



ERRATA. 

JPage 34, liiie *3, for « operation ** rtad oj Uratms. 
35, 9, after “all** infert the, 

40, I2j for “it” read they. 



THE 



EXAMINER EXAMINED, 



To Mr. R. NEESHAM. - 
Sir, 

As you have done me the honor of examining my 
reply to the Rev. Mr. Hett, I fhall take the liberty 
of examining your examination, and that the reader 
may form an accurate judgment of your veracity and 
integrity, in the caufe which you have efpoufed, I 
muft requeft him to compare the title page of your 
pamphlet which runs thus, <c An Examination of Mr. 
W. Mawer’s Reply to the Rev. Mr. Hett's Letters 
Tefpe&ing Diffenting Teachers, containing a Scriptu- 
' ral Refutation of the Methodiftic Pretenfions to Su- 
pernatural Illumination, By R. Neesham,*' with an 
advertifement which made its appearance in the Lincoln 
Chronicle of the lft of June laft, ^ By a Layman of 
Dunholfnf which Layman ** is well known to be no 

/other perfon than the learned Mr. R. Neefham, of 
D unholm, author of the above-mentioned examination, 

* Mr. R. Neefham i# Mafter of an Academy at Dunholm, near Lincoln. 
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'' The ^wonderfully promifing advertifement referred 
to, is as follows : 

Speedily will be Publijhed. 

CLERICAL DERELICTION of DUTY* 

A GREATER EVIL T O SOCIETT 

THAI* THE 

TOLERATION ACTj 

V * 

or* 

A SUPPLEMENT 

TO THE > 

Rei). W. HETT's HORNBOOK i . 

Containing Striftures upon his condud in permitting 
a Diflenting Meeting-houfe to continue* under the 

• authority of a Licence* /urreptvtioujly obtained* rrs 
the Parifh of which he is Vicar* 

By a LAYMAN df Bmtholm* 

** Wide was hi* parifh, and'hffufes ferafundcr, 

3But he ne left nought for no Tain ne thunder - 
, In fickncffe and in mifehief to vifite 

* 

The ferreft in his prarilh mocke and Ute 
Upon his fete, and in his hprad a ftarf ; 

This noble en (ample to bi« {hape he ya S, 

That firft he wrought and afterward he taught. 

Out of the Gofpel he the wordes caught 
* And this figure he added yet thereto, 

That if gold rufte, what would iron do ; 

For if a Preeft be foule on whom we trtfft, 

No wonder is a tewed man to ruft. w 

. Chaucer’s Parifk-prhefl in the 14th century/' 



»«* What a falling ofc** 



Shakespaar e. 



■ ; 

Appearances are very promifing* but* Oh* Mr.*, 
•Neefham* w what a felling off*” 

Pray Sir* .may one he allowed to afk y.0H* hov h 
was that in June you fhould think of efpoufing the 
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caufe of Diffenters, and in Auguft, the cause of the 
Eftablifhed Church ? Was it that you found the Rev. 
Gentleman {t jwho is delegated to fuperintend your%iri# 
tual concerns/' frowned upon your intended enterprife, 
and that you therefore thought it raoft prudent, to re- 
tire from an attack upon fuck high authority, leaft by 
going too far* you fhould become obnoxious to his 
vindi&ive ire ? Or had you accidentally and unfor- 
tunately flapped into a cc conventicle" in the ftonth 
of June, and got a little tin&ured with Methodifm, fa 
that in the heat of your zeal and 6 enthufiafm/ you 
determined to expofe “ clerical dereli&ion of duty V* 
But in Auguft, finding your zeal a little abated, yet 
determined to write fomething, by which you might 
difplay your brilliant imagination, and Alining talents; 
you, in fpite of all the remonftrances of the prefer 
refolved to fend your firft produ&ion into the world, 
to fupport your worthy paftor, the Rev. Mr. Hett, 
in the good old caufe of violent and ineonfiftent 
declamation againft the Metbodifts. In behalf how- 
ever of my undemanding, you exprefs yourfelf very 
feelingly, and as you have given unequivocal marks 
of compaflion in your examination, I truft I fhall fed 
equal fympathy for' yours, and give as flattering evi- 
dences of it in the fubfequent pages. 

You inform your readers, that the ec Heathens 
agreed by common confeni, to banifh from their writ- 
ings fuch gothic barbarifms" as you find in my reply. 
Two however of thefe " gothic barbarifms," which 
you charge me with, viz. jool and lics 9 are not to be 

B s 
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found in the reply, except by the eagle eye of Mr, 
Neefham. As to the patch work coat which was plain- 
ly intended, by the Rev. Mr. Hett, as a fool’s coat 
for the Diflenters, it is fafely lodged in the care of its 
ingenious maker, and there it will fafely reft 1 , unlefs 
you are difpofed to borrow it, which fhould you do, 
whether it fit you or not, remember Mr. Hett is your 
tailor, 

\ 

When any gentleman, however highly dignifi'ed he 
may be, whether by Reverend, M. A. or any other title, 
(which is often, like 6C the royal ftamp, fet upon bafe 
metal,”) takes up his pen to publifh to the world, dif- 
graceful accufations, which have no foundation in 
truth, to the evident reproach of any body of people 
whatever, he mod certainly deferves either a flat con- 
tradiction, or to be anfwered “ according to his folly. ” 
However, as Mr. Neefham feems a little difquieted by 
what he calls 66 gothic barbarifms,” we will collect 
from his iC examination,” a few highly refined chrif- 
tian-like words and fentences, which are as follow : 
Snuffling broken-winded tones,” 66 Bagdad barber,” 
Butler's bagpipes,” “ Billingfgate tropes,” “ dogma 
of the conventicle,” 66 incantations of enthufiam,” t4 old 
methodiftic ftratagems,” 66 infernal mifts,” 66 the devil 
let loofe,” 66 pranks of bob-major devils,” tarquinian 
devils,” &c. — This little collection of Mr. Neefham's 
moft pureandfublime phrafes, will convince the reader, 
how very clofely he Bas attended to the precept which 
he has quoted for my inftru&ion — “ If any man take 
away thy coat, let him have thy cloak alfo.” 



' - , ( 9 ) 

In the introductory part of your Examination, you 
prefent your readers with a comment on liberty of con- 
fcience ; by which they are -given to underftand that 
46 Liberty of confcience, in its legitimate fenfe,” (I 
fuppofe you mean in its native and true fenfe) 44 is the 
liberty of poffefling our own private opinions — a 
moft excellent expofition indeed ! and worthy of its 
author. And is this all, fir ? are your readers to un- 
derftand that the right of private judgment in religious 
matters, without any authority whatever to fpeak or 
a£t in conformity with fuch judgment, is all that is 
meant by^ liberty of confcience ? then, fir, we do not 
thank you for it ; this liberty has always been enjoyed 
in every age and nation under heaven ; the holy apos- 
tles, minifters, and difciples of old, in the firft ages of 
the chriftian church might have enjoyed fuch liberty of 
confcience as this without ever expofing themfelves to 
perils, or ftripes, or prifons, or death, together with 
the almoft overwhelming flood of perfecution which 
came upon the chriftian church ; and had they been 
content with it, thoufands of jews who were converted 
to chriftianity by the united labours of the apoftles and 
their helpers would have remained jews ftill, faying, 
4{ we have Abraham to our father” ; and tens of thou- 
fands of Greeks would have remained heathens ftill, 
worfhippers of an 44 unknown god.” Shall we defcend 
to times approaching nearer our own, and enquire 
were the views of our pious and learned reformers on 
liberty of confcience, confonant with Mr. Neefham's ? 
—Had fuch indeed been the views of thofe vener- 
able men, then would proteftanifm have remain- 
ed unknown in this our highly-favoured nation; 




the days of mankifh darknefs and ignorance would 
have defeended even unto us ; we might to this day 
have been counting otrr beads, attending maffes, prof- 
t rating otirfelves before images, and purchafing par- 
dons at the hands of the priefts. Indeed when I find 
the teamed Mr.Neefham of Dunholm, thus explaining 
away the true fenfe of liberty of confcience, and his 
worthy paftor the Rev. Mr. Hett nibbling at the tole- 
ration a£l, by fuggefling to. parliament certain altera* 
tions and infringements, I find my imagination bear- 
ing me back again to the former ages of bloody perfe- 
cution ; my ears are falutcd with the rattling of chains ; 
my fmell with the flench of noifome prifons ; my eyes 
with the mod horrid inquifitions, by which multitudes 
of the beft of men (for no other reafon than that of 
preaching the pure gofpel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift) were faflened to the flake and burnt to 
afhes, or were compelled to fubmit to the crimfon 
block that their venerable heads might be levered from 
their bodies ; it is, fir, to thofe days of painful memo- 
ry that your w legitimate fenfe*' of liberty of confci- 
ence, together with Mr. Hett's notions of toleration, 
would miferably reftorc us. To anfwer the vagrant 
infin nation (hat the methodifls are difa£Fe&ed to go- 
vernment, which has been anfwered fo repeatedly, is 
like marching over the old field, and “ flaying the ten 
times flain."+ 

On the ninth page of your Examination, a very 
ponderous charge is brought againfl me for retorting 

+ What Mr. Neefham has difeovered in the igth chapter of the book of 
Judges, which is applicable to this fabjeft, I really cannot tell ; he certainly 
mult have been a very attentive reader. 
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agai nil your minifter; “ concerning whofe qualHaca- 
ttons for that office, no one you prefume acquainted 
with him, can entertain a moment’s doubt.” O, yes 
Sir, the Layman of Dunhoim has had the audacity to 
attempt “ ftri£lures upon his condu£l,” and to itifi- 
tvuate that he has been guilty of 44 clerical dereH&ioa 
of duty.” Notwithftanding what the Layman of Dtao- 
holm has faid, Mr. Neefham is of opinion, that what 
has been faid in the reply, againftthat peaceable gen- 
tleman, the Rev. Mr. Hett, has been (aid 4< without 
any provocation whatever,” merely, becatrfe he docs 
notfublcribe to the Methodift 44 creed.” 

Mr. Hett, fir, was never invited to fubfcribe to the 
Methodift 66 creed he might have enjoyed his own 
Creed uhmolefted by me, to the end of his days, had 
he let the Methodifts alone. But if the Rev. Mr. 

Hett’s letters to the Right Hon. Lord A. B. C. &c. 
are a fummary o£ his creed, it is certainly one of the 
moft extraordinary confeffions of faith, _ (for that is the 
meaning of the word creed) that e^er the world was 
prefented with. To drive away the fpleen from o«r 
mind, fuppofe we juft take a traniierrt view of the lead- 
ing articles of this aftonilhing creed. 

ill. 44 From what I have myfetf known and read* 

I am thoroughly convinced in my own mind, of the 
reftlefs and infatiable difpolition of DifTenters/' 

Page igth, Mr. Hett’s Letters, 

• , 

find . 44 That they (the diffenting teachers) be ef- 
feftually prevented from doing any injury to the c-on - 

J ' 

- - - — J 
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dilution, in church and date, as by law eftabli Hied.” 

Vide page 6. 

, 3rd. “ That a filly boy, an idle, ignorant, profli- 
gate mechanic, or day-labourer, without any religi- 
ous information, or any attachment to what is good, 
after gabbling over an oath or two, is empowered to 
fally forth in quefl of fpiritual adventures ; and if he 
be inspired, as he may have the vanity to fuppofe, he 
cannot poflibly be infpired by any thing, except, a 
fuperabundant dock of ignorance and impudence.” 

Vide page 19. 

4th. “ Since that time, (viz. when the Toleration 
a& paffed) an abundant crop of Proteflant Diffenters 
from the Church Edablilhment, of various kinds and 
difcordant principles, have fprung up, and are daily 
fpringing up among us, too many of whom I am forry 
to fay, how much or how little foever they may differ 
from the edabliflied church, or from one another in a 
variety of circumdances, are of the fame mind in 
one, that is, an unfriendly difpofition towards the 
conditution in church and date as by law edabliflied, 
and an unremitted and inceffant endeavour to obtrude 
into k, their own changes and amendments, at lead, 
if not utterly, to overthrow and dedroy it.” 

Vide page 10. 

Mr. Hett next wiihes an stfl to be paffed as follows : 

5th. If any Diffenter, whether a Minider or a 
Schoolmafter,* or one of the people, fliall hereafter* 



* Let the Layman of Duuholrn, take good heed to his words* 



knowingly and wilfully, either dire&Iy or indire&ly, 
by writing, by word of mouth, or by any overt aft 
whatever, fay or do any thing either privately or pub- 
licly, that fhall in any way bring into difrcpute, or 
endanger the conftitution in church or ftate, as by 
law-eftablifhed, or fhall in the fame manner, or by the 
fame means, difparage, or lower the charafter of the 
regular clergy, as a body of men, or of any indivi- 
dual minifter of the church eftablifhment, he, fhe, or 
they, fhall upon convi&ion of fuch offence, be liable 
to a certain punifhment." Vide page 14. 

6tb. To be ferious, it is high time my Lord, that 
thefe ignorant, thefe over- weaning gofpel minifters, thefe 
evangelical teachers, as they are pleafed to denominate 
themfelves, by way of eminence, and with a view of 
difparaging the regular clergy, it is high time' indeed 
my Lord, that thefe vain and felf-conceited fanatics, 
fhould be put in mind of their own inferiority." 

Vide page 41. 

7th. <c O my foul, come not thou into their fecret, 
,(viz. the fecret of Methodifts and Diffenters) unto their 
affembly, mine honor be not thou united, for in their 
ungovernable rage for innovation, they have trodden 
under foot the holy, the facred word of God, and 
hatfe fubftituted in its place, the word of John Bunyan, 
the word of an ignorant, a fallible, a finful dreamer 
of dreams." Vide page 5 6. 

This fir, isa part of the very comfortable and con- 
ciliatory “ creed” of that learned, and orthodox Pre- 

C 



bendary of Lincoln, and Vicar of Dunbolm, whofe 
qualifications for the facred office of a minifter, nq 
one who i§ acquainted with him, can entertain a mo- 
ment s doubt,*' One would really think fir, tliqt you 
and the Rev. Mr. Hett, had laid your heads together, 
to compofe fo divine and bleffed a creed, had it not 
been for that unlucky advertifement of the tft of June, 
by a Si Layman of Dunholm .** So dull and illiterate 
am I, that I really fhould not have difcovered a creed,” 

at all in the Rev. Mr. Hett's letters to Lord A, B, C. 

' k . 

&c. had not you wifely given me the hint, by obferv- 
ing there was nothing for which I had an occafion to 
retort, except that he did nqt fubferibe to my 4 creed.* 

As a fubftantial proof, that this gentleman, together 
with all the clergymen of the eftabliflied church, mud 
neeeflarily be qualified for the chriftian miniftry, we 
are very roundly and gravely informed, that, 44 it is 
an undeniable truth, that a candidate for holy orders, 
preparatory to his qualifications for, and indu&ion 
into the eftablifhed church, mud have had from 8 ool. 
to 1000I. expended upon him in a courfe of fcholaftic 
ftudies, fuitable to the dignity of his high office ?'* 

This ftatement brings to my remembrance the fol- 
lowing anecdote : 44 A young clergyman in America 
was lately boafting among his relations, of having been 
educated at two colleges. c You remind me' faid aq 
aged divine prefent, 4 of an inftance I knew of a calf 
that fucked two cows,* 4 What was the confequence ?* 
faid a third perfon, * Why fir,' replied the old gentle- 
man very gravely , 4 the confequence was, that it was a 
very great calj 
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That 8ool. or 1000I. may have been expended in 
the fcholaftic ftudies (and that to great advantage) of 
feveral clergymen, I have no doubt ; yet it is a well 
known faft* that there are thotifands in the church, and 
who are in pofieffion of good valuable livings too* 
whofe 6 * fcholaftic ftudies’* never coft either them or 
their friends* 500k Your next enquiry is, ^ Whe- 
ther the minifters of the eftabliihed church, can pro- 
duce any prefumptive evidence* that they really are 
the lawful fucceffors of the apoftles ?’* your anfwer to 
this queftion is* ** unqueftionably they can ;*' which 
you think you have fully proved, by a quotation 
from an able Writer*** and by fatisfaftory and con- 
clufive evidence* found in the u authentic writings of 
the earlieft fathers.’' You proceed, (i If we defcend 
ill lower in the records of antiquity, the evidence* to 
the point increafes with the increafe of chriftianity, 
that the claim of authority in tbb chriftian miniftry, is 
as old as the religion itfelf, founded on the broad 
bafts of regular fucceflion, and deriving its origin from 
the immediate and folemn appointment of our Lord 
himfelf.** W e will proceed fir to examine thefe proofs ; 
and that we may the better underftand the fubjeft, let 
us define terms. What then are we to underftand by 
the word Church ? The Church of England fhall de- 
termine. The vifible church of Chrift is a congre- 
gation of faithful men, in the which the pure word of 
God is preached* and the facraments be duly minif- 
tered, according to Chrift’s ordinance, in all thofe 
things that of neceffity are requifite to the fame/* 

C 2 
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u As the church of Jerufalem, Alexandria, and An- 
tioch have erred, fo alfo the church of Rome hath 
erred* not only in their living, and manner of cere- 
monies, but alfo in matters of faith. 0 Article 19th. . 

If this article be an acknowledged ftandard of the 
true meaning of the word churchy then it will moft cer- 
tainly follow, that the chriftian church is not confined 
to any eftablifhment, or national church whatever ; 
becaufe it is acknowledged that they 61 have erred, not 
only in their living* but alfo in matters of faith. 0 But 
as the true chriftian church is not confined to any es- 
tabliihment, fo neither is it excluded from an eftablifh- 
ment. For wherever there 64 is a congregation of 
faithful men, &c.° there is the true church of Chrift, 
whether they be affembled in what is ufually called a 
church, chapel, or meeting-houfe. And it will fur- 
ther follow from this article, thatevefy true and faith- 
ful minifter of Chrift, whether in the eftablifhed church 
or out of it, has an equal claim to lawful fucceffion. 



All pretenfions to the exciufive right, which the 
minifters of the church of England claim, to be looked 
upon as the only lawful fucceffors of the apoftles, has 
been proved, and may be proved again, to be nuga- 
tory, and even prepofterous ; if any fucceffion be 
proved at all, it malt necefTarily come down to us 
Proteftants, through the medium of the church of 
Rome. For the church of England is no more 
than an eftablifhed denomination of DifTenters from 
the church of Rome, in like manner as the dif- 
ferent denominations of DifTenters are tolerated Dif- 
fenters from the eftablifhed church of England. To 
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prove your point then Er, you muft neceflarily evince* 
to us, that the Holy Father, the Pope of Rome* the 
Cardinals, Priefts, &c. on the “ broad bafis of regu- 
lar fucceffion," were appointed by our Lord himfelf, 
to read mafles, and fell indulgences. And who can 
for a moment doubt, but priefts fo divinely and regu- 
larly appointed to their office, were doing God's fer- 
vice, when they were encouraging even the groffeft 
fuperftition and idolatry, and pra&ifing the moft bare- 
faced impofitions on the poor deluded multitude ! 



Should your claim to fucceffion be fully admitted* 
another inconvenience would as neceflarily arife. 
You muft know, fir, that feveral of the clergymen 
in the eftablifhed church, hold Calviniftic tenets; and 
feveral others Arminian tenets; both which fyftems, 
you boldly affirm, 46 adminifter (by apologiftng for hu- 
' man depravity) to every guilty paffion therefore, 
thofe minifters of the eftablifhed church, whofe u doc- 
trines (you fay) adminifter to every guilty paffion," 
<c are authorifed by our Lord himfelf on the broad 
bafis of regular fucceffion." Again, if it fhould be 
acknowledged, that there are ungodly minifters in the 
eftablifhed church, who convert their Jacred funBion 
into a lucrative trade ; then it will neceflarily follow, 
from what you have advanced, that there are ungodly 
minifters, who convert their Jacred function into a /u- 
trative trade , appointed by our Lord himfelf; for mi- 
nifters of the eftablifhed church you Jcty^ 44 derive their 
authority from our Lord himfelf, on tbefrbroad bafis-of 
regular fucceffion." Thcfe, fir, are the n^effary con- 
fequences arifing from the point which you have 
humbly attempted to prove." c 
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That there is a confiderable number of learn* 
ed and pious clergymen in the eftablifhed church* 
I with pleafure admit* (and fincerely wifh it may be 
abundantly increafed) who derive their authority to 
preach the gofpel from its divine author ? but not on 
the 14 broad bafis of regular fucceflion” only, as you 
and fome others have imagined. The Methodifts and 
Diflepters make no fuch claims, but whenever you 
can fubftantiate yours, we (hall very -readily prove 
ours. 

You give it as your opinion, on the 14th page of 
your Letters, that 64 every minifterof the gofpel pro- 
perly fo denominated, fhould certainly be able to con- 
vince the underftanding of the divine origin, the in- 
controvertible integrity, and unqueftionable authenti- 
city of the chriftian fcriptures." Qualifications like 
thefe are undoubtedly excellent. But if fuch qualifi- 
cations are certainly neceffary for every minifler of 
the gofpel, I am much afraid that thoufands of dergv- 
men in the eftablifhed church will be found miferably 

/ «r 

wanting. 

You feem quite confident however, that becaufe 
the facred fcriptures were written and preferved in 
cc languages which have long fince ceafed to be fpo- 
ken, and connected with the cuftoms, manners and 
opinions of a remote age and country, converfant 
with an ancient people, ancient events, and ancient 
polities," the methodift preachers cannot underftand 
them. What you fo juftly fay concerning the fra- 
mers of the liturgy and articles of the eftablifhed 



( 19 ) 

church, may doubtlefs be faid with equal truth con- 
cerning the tranflators ofthefacred Scriptures. “They 
were good, wife, and grave men.” The facred Scrip- 
tures then are to be underftood as they are handed 
down to us in the translation in which we ufually read 
them, or they are not; for it is certain they cannot be 
underftood and not underftood at the fame time and 
in the famefenfe. If you fay they are not to be un- 
derftood in the prefent tranflation, then do you in the 
mod flagrant manner reproach either the learning or the 
piety of thofe worthy and venerable men, whom in ano- 
ther place you fo highly honor. But if you allow that 
every do&rine, precept, and promife, which are efien- 
tial to, the falvation of men, may be underftood by 
reading the Bible in the prefent tranflation, then you 
admit that for which we contend. In the facred writ- 
ings there are doubtlefs, particular paflages, on which 
the moft learned and pious are not exa&ly agreed. 
But, fir, all the Methodift Preachers are not tied down 
to the bare tranflation of the fcriptures, Several of whom 
can read them in the original languages ; and even 
thofe who cannot, have accefs to the beft expofitors 
extant, together with many of the beft writings on 
divinity, in the Englifti language. The generality 
pf Methodift Preachers, have many of the neceflary 
means of information, and what is ftill more, a djf- 
pofition to improve them. 

One might be led to imagine from your ftatement 
of the cafe, that religion is one of the moft abftrufe 
and knotty fubjefts in the world, and that it is im- 
poflible it Should be underftood but by men of the moft 
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profound learning. Nothing can be more manifeft 
than that the fcriptures were written for plain men, 
and that all which is elfential to falvation, is eafy to be 
underftood ; fo that he who runs may read ,** 44 and 
a wayfaring man , though a fool , Jhall not err therein .*' 
The principal reafon why men do not underftand the 
facred fcriptures, is, that they feldom or never read 
them. By multitudes both rich and poor, almoft any 
idle publication it preferred before them. ' 4! Search 
the fcriptures ** faith our Saviour, 44 for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life , and they are they which tcf- 
tijy of me / 9 

For further light and evidence on this fubjeft, I 
recommend to your careful and candid perufal, the 
homily of your own church on reading the holy 
fcriptures, which you will doubtlefs confidef of more 
weight than volumes written by Methodift Preachers ; 
left you Should not have this ancient and valuable 
work by you, I will tranfcribe a few paftages. 

t ' 

44 There is no truth necefiary for our juftification 
and everlafting falvation but that is or may be drawn 
out of that fountain and well of truth.** 

44 Let us diligently fearch for the well of life in the 
books of the new and old teftament, and not run to the 
{linking puddles of men’s traditions.’* 

c And as Saint Chryfoftom faith, He that is igno- 
rant may there learn and have knowledge.** 

44 He that is wounded by the devil unto death, (hall 
find there medicine whereby he may be reftored again 
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unto health." “ If it {hall be required to teach any 
truth, or reprove falfe doctrine, to rebuke any vice, 
to commend any virtue, to give good counfel, to com- 
fort or exhort, or to do anything requifite to falvation, 
all thefe things we may learn plentifully of the fcrip- 
ture ; It is a lantern to our feet." 

64 It giveth good counfel in all doubtful things, and 
in reading the word of God, he is not always moft pro- 
futed,that is moft ready in turning over the book ; but 
he that is moft turned into it, that is moft infpired by 
the holy ghoft." 

66 For, as St. Auguftine faith, the knowledge of 
holy fcripture is a great, large, and a high place, but the 
door is very low, fo that the high and arrogant man 
cannot run in, but he muft ftoop low and humble him- 
felf that he Ihall enter into it ; therefore the humble 
man may fearch any truth boldly in the fcripture with- 
out any danger of error." 

“ And the fcripture is full, as well of low valleys, 
plain ways, and eafy for every man to ufe and to walk 
in, as alfo of high hills and mountains which few men 
can climb unto." 

J 

44 And in another place, Chryfoftom faith, that man’s 
human and worldly wifdom or fcience is not needful to 
the underftanding of fcripture ; but the revelation of 
the holy gboft, who infpireth the true meaning unto 
them that, with humility and diligence, do fearchj 
therefore." 

D 
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4-lfo many things in the fcripture be fpoken in 
obfcure myfteries ; yet there is nothing fpoken under 
dark myfteries in one place, but the felf-fame thing ii> 
other places is fpoken more familiarly and plainly, tq 
the capacity both of learned and unlearned.*’ 

Vide Homily pn reading of the holy fcrjptures. 

(C A certain learned fubtle philofopher, who being 
an extreme adverfary to Chrift and his doftrine, could 
by no Jqnd of learning be converted to the faith, but 
was able to withftand £11 the arguments brought again# 
him with little or no labour. At length there ftarted 
up a poor Ample man of fmall wit and lefs knowledge, 
one that was reputed among the learned as an Idiot ; 
and he in God’s name would needs take in hand to dik 
pute with this profound philofopher. The bifhops and 
other learned men ftanding by, were marveloufty abafh- 
ed at the matter, thinking that by his doings they 
ihould all be confounded and put to open fhame : how- 
ever, he goeth on ; and beginning in the name of the 
Lord Jefus, brought the philofopher to fuch point in 
the end, contrary to all men’s expeSations, that he 
could nqt chufe but acknowledge the power of God 
in his words, and to give place to the truth.* Was 
not this a miraculous work,” continues the homily, 
w that one filly foul of no learning fhould do that which 
many bifhops of great knowledge and underftanding 
were not able to bring to pafs ? So true is the faying 
of Bede, when the holy ghoft doth inftruft and teach, 
there is no delay at all in learning.” 

Vide Homily for whit-funday. 



* What a pity but Mr. Neclham*ft fceptical Philofopher had been there. 
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Mr. Neefham will do well to obferve, that the pioui 
Authors of thefe Homilies were fpeaking of the fcrip- 
Itires in a tranfiatiori, and certainly there can be little 
danger in reading them in fiich a tranflation as ours^ 
which, although it may have its defe&s, is acknow- 
ledged to be a good one. 

It has been allowed by feme of the firft critics that 
the fenfe iii^hich a common rtian of ordinary capacity 
would underftand moft paffages of Fcripture, is gene- 
rally the true fenfe of them. That the knowledge of 
the dead languages, hiftory, chronology, "&c. &e* 
have their ufe, is what the Methodifts never have de- 
nied. And fir^ the Methodifts can boaft of men, as 
generally and as deeply acquainted with thefe and 
other branches of literature, as moft of the regular 
clergy. Although infidel philofophers^ fo called, are 
not fcarce, yet they are not often found in churches 
and chapels ; thefe are places which they feldom trou- 
ble with their attendance ; but fhould they occafionally 
be found there, I am well perfuaded that the ordinary 
difcouifes delivered by the Methodift Preachers, are 
as well calculated to produce convi&ion even in the 
mind of a Sceptic , as the difcoiirfes which are ordi- 
narily read by the regular clergy in their parifh 
churches. AS thofe fcepttcal gentlemen live in the 
conftant habit of refilling the Spirit of God, (without 
which there can be no divine convi£Hon) human learn* 
ing alone can be expefted to do but little in this bu- 
finefs; Ninety-nine out of a hundred of thofe perfons 
who attend public worfliip* either in churches or chapels, 

D 2 
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profcfs to believe the authenticity of the facred fcrip- 
tures. The work of a minifter then is not fo' much 
to convince his hearers of the authenticity of the fcrip- 
tures, as to convince them (under the divine influen- 
ces of the holy fpirit) of the vaft importance of thofe 
truths, which the fcriptures contain, and how deeply 
they are individually concerned in them. A minifter 
of the gofpel, either in the eftablifhed church or out of 
it, has principally to do with fuch plain do&rines as 
the fall of man, and the univerfal depravity of human 
nature, as it is made manifefl in the darknefs of the 
underftanding, the irregularity and violence of the 
paflions, together with all the crying crimes, and mod 
flagrant wickednefs of mankind — the total inability of 
man to change his own heart, or reform his life, with- 
out the fupernatural aids of the holy fpirit -to fet 
forth the amazing love of God in the redemption of 
the world by our Lord Jefus Chrift, together with the 
abundant gifts of the Holy Ghoft ; — The neceflity of 
repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, producing their genuine fruits, love to God 
and all mankind, which are uniformly evidenced by 
a£ts of piety towards God, and good will towards our 
neighbour. — Alfa the certainty of death and judg- 
ment, together with the faithful diftribution of rewards 
and punifhments. Let him explain and enforce tbefe 
fundamental do&rines and duties, in all their branches 
and bearings, with becoming zeal and divine fervour, 
applying them to every [one as he hath need, and 
that perfonally, even as Nathan faid unto David, 
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46 thou art the Man.” Let him give full proof that ho 
feels the importance of thefe truths, by a correfpond- 
ing life of genuine piety, and I will venture to affirm, 

that infidels will never grow up under his miniftry. 

% 

Thefe, fir, 'are a fummary of the doctrines which 
are underflood, believed, and taught by the Metho- 
dift Preachers, in what you call a 46 conventicle and 
fir, it is the preaching of thefe fcripture do&rines in 
the manner and fpirit above defcribed, which occa- 
fions thefe 44 conventicles” to be fo frequently crowded 
with attentive hearers, while (for want of fuch doc- 
trines being preached in fuch a manner) numbers of / 
churches are grievoufly negle&ed. It i3 not fo much 
for want of learning in minifters, either in the church 
or among Diflenters, that infidelity fprings up, and 
wickednefs prevails, but for the want of true apojlolic 
piety and zeal (which is too manifeft to be difputed) in 
numbersof thofe who undertake the molt folemn charge 
of immortal fouls. As ignorant ajid as profligate as a 
large, portion of mankind evidently are, and although 
they do not know exafiUy what a minifier fhould be, 
(who is in many cafes abundantly paid for fuperin- 
tending their fpiritual concerns) yet they very well 
know what he ffiould not be. And here fir, fuffer me 
^ to fpeak plainly, the irregular (not to fay profligate lives 
of many of the clergy, have been the caufe of more 
infidelity, than the fuppofed ignorance of all the Me- 
thodift Preachers put together. 

But it is highly probable fir, 
time become weary of being ti 

j ; 
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fcripture doftrineS and plain fafts, and begin to lool? 
out for fomething rhore kmufing. You have told ui 
on the 33rd page of your Examination, when fpeak- 
ing of Dr. Prieftley*, that it would be very amufing to 
know why the u religious illuminati fhunned this im- 
portant conflift (meaning a controverfy with the 
Do&or) and as fo very {lender a circumftance will 
amufe you fir* you certainly fhall be amufed. Dr* 
Prieftley was anfwered by Mr. Jofeph Benfon, in a 
work entitled 65 Remarks On Dr . Prieftley s Syjlem of Ma+ 
Urialifm and Necejftty ” The Methodifts neither ap- 
prove of the religious nor political principles of Dr; 
Prieftley ; which is fufficiently manifeft from their wri- 
tings. The Doctor was a great philofopher^ and not 
without fome feientific excellencies well known to the 
world ; but what have the Methodifts to do with him ? 
Surely nothing can be more evident than that you and 
Mr. Hett wanted a fubjea to fill up your pamphlets* 
or an avenue through which to vent your malevolence 
againft the Methodifts, otherwife you never would have: 
introduced Dr. Prieftley ; for you will recolleft it was 
not I who firft mentioned the name of Dr. Prieftleyj 
but Mr. Hettj and you have followed his worthy ex- 
ample by childifhly introducing him a fecond time. 

On the 16th page of your Examination you afk ano- 
ther queftion of the fame import, and it is another 
proof of your extreme ignorance of the fiibjeO. on 
which you are 'fo very confident as to make an hafty 
challenge. “ Did any one Methodift Preacher, or any 
one member in the Wefteyan conneftion reply to 
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paine’s Age of Reafon and Rights of Man ?” u I chal- 
lenge you explicitly as a man to declare to the world 
if any one in the whole Wefleyan conne&ion ever took 
up his pen to defend our nation's pride and bo^ft, a 
religion defcended from heaven, &c.” u Where were 
your conventicle luminaries, your oxen &c. ?** Tq 
carry on your figure fir, our “ luminaries ' were lighted 
op, and our 64 oxen " hard at work. Paine was anfwer- < 
ed by two of our Preachers, and not contemptibly nei- 
ther. One of the anfwers was written by Mr. Taylor, 
and the other by Mr. Suter. And pray fir, with how 
many anfwers to Paine did thirty thoufand clergymen 

I fupply the world ? Asa further proof that the body 
of Methodifts moft cordially deteft and hold in utter 
abhorence the writings of that abandoned author, the 
■* work which you very juftly fpeak fo highly of ( Bijhop 

- Watjoris Apology for the Bible) was infer ted in the Me- 
thodift Magazine and circulated through the kingdom. 
And if onie may believe yon, neither the BiJhop nor 
the Methodifts need ever write again on that important 
fubjeft, for yop fay 44 a perpetual barrier is erefied be<- 
tween the divine pode of our belief and the wiles of 
fatan/' I am very much inclined to think fir, that this 
fubjeft in which you feem fp greatly to exult, inftead 
of prpcuring for you the palm of credit, victory, and 
triumph, whicfi you expeCtec} from ypur reader is, yf\\l 
only fipk you in their eftimation, by more fully con- 
vincing them of your profound ignorance of the Me- 
thodifts, whpfe political and religious principles you 
have undertaken fo unjuftly to traduce.* 



* The flandprous and vile inlinuaiions which may be found in the Rev. Mr. 
Hett’s Letters, and Mr. Ncelham’s Examination, deferve the execration of 
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After mentioning the names of Bifliops Watfon and 
Horne, (whofe names, and fome of their writings the 
Methodifts venerate) you tell your readers that I have 
called them 46 ufelefs Do&ors,” and that I have placed 
them in 46 competition with an ignorant, unlettered 
Methodift Preacher/' 

* Sir, it is a worthlefs mifreprefentation, and a* pal- 
pable fubverfion of truth. The words 46 ufelefs Doc- 
tor" are not to be found in the. reply. What comes 
neareft them, may be found in the 17th page. Speak- 
ing of the Methodift Preachers, I tell Mr. Hett, that 
* c I am much afraid, that what has been faid concer- 
ning the labours and ufefulnefs of thofe men whom you 
fo much Contemn, as ignorant and vain, cannot be 

every boneft man who is a lover of truth. The Methodifts have both privately 
and publicly, and lepeatedly, affeited in the plaineft manner, their fiim at- 
tachment to the perfon of his prefent Majefty, and the form of government ef- 
tablifhed in this kingdom. They have a rule in one of their Minutes of Con- 
fetrence exprefsly to the point. “ That no perfon in their Society, (hall either J 
in writing or converfation, fpeak lightly or irreverently of the government un- 
der which he lives.” There may be individuals among them, as well as other 
denominations, who may wifh lor a limited reform of fome apparent poli- 
tical abufes, but is that a proof of difaffe&ion ? If fo, then we are in a mifera- 
ble condition indted, for half the members of the eftablilhed church will be 
found difaffe&ed.' Let thefe gentlemen take a retrolpe&ive view of the mobs 
and riots which have made their appearance in different parts of this country 
within the laft fifty years, and examine the individuals of which they were 
compofed. In theirflagrant aas of diforder and violence, were they headed 
by Metkodijl Preachers ? Or were the inferior members of their Societies found 
among the lawlefs rabble ? No, if they had, they would have been expelled, a* 
unworthy of a name in the connexion ! The Methodift Preachers in the 
ftrongeft. manner, recommend loyalty and good order wherever they go — — • 
Thefe are notorious fafts, and they challenge the Rev. Mr. Hett and Mr. 
Neefhara, and all the clergymen in the kingdom, to prove that the Metbo- 
difts, as a body, are unfriendly to government. — The word Methodift , properly 
applies to the connexion of the late Rev. John Weflcy exclufivcly. 
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faid with truth of many learned Doftors of Divinity 
who receive from 500I. to 1000I. per annum/' And 
in this fentence it is to be lamented there is too much 
truth. But fir, is this faying what you have charged 
me with on the 15th page of your Examination ? Are 
ail thofe gentlemen in the church who have D. D. fixed 
at the end of their names, Watfons or Hornes ? I 
would they were. Then would there probably be 
lefs need of Methodift Preachers. 

i t • . ’ / »i • • V t'. . / x 

I am. Sir, yours, &c. 

WILLIAM MAWER. 

/ 

Lincoln , 

November 12, 1810. 
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LETTER II. 



Sir, 

On the 20th page of your Examination 
you have introduced a quotation from Dr. Herbert 
Marfh, which you ftate to be a very correft expofi- 
tion of the theological learning of the MethodiHs.” 

«« A numerous fe& of chriftians in this country have 
a much more eafy and expeditious mode of ftudying 
divinity ; no literary apparatus is there neceffary either 
for the interpretation of the bible or the elucidation of 
its do&rines ; inward fenfation fuppiies the place of 
outward argument, divine communication fuperfedes 
theological learning." Let the Do&or prove his afler- 
tion if he can. Such a fentiment is highly erroneous. 
Neither the Methodifts nor any other fe& that I am 
acquainted with, think fo lightly of theological learning. 
But if the Do&or thinks that “ outward argument '* and 
“ theological learning ,” fuperfede the ordinary aids of 
the holy fpirit, we beg leave to retire and leave him to 
his 66 literary apparatus ” until he finds out his error. 
You add, Ci your reply is corroborative of thefe defini- 
tions of the Wefleyan fyftem, for you virtually main- 
tain, that, in the qualifications of a cbriftian minifter, 
ignorance is fuperior to learning, and folly paramount 
to wifdom." If you really underftand me fo, it is more 
than u corroborative' that you are not likely to be re- 
nowned for your 66 wifdom * You certainly have not a 
pupil in your Academy, ten years of age, that would fo 
grofsly have mifunderftood the fentiments of the Reply* 
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Hence we are conducted to your learned and zea- 
lous vindication of the Rev. Mr. Hett's theory of the 
doctrine of divine infpiration, and what you call a 
66 Scriptural refutation of the methodijlic pretenfions to 
Supernatural illumination ” And that the reader may 
have a correct view of the fubjeft, the Rev. Mr. 
Hett's propofition fhall be adduced. 46 Should thefe 
travelling preachers and their advocates fancy, as fome 
of them have publicly aflerted, that they are infpired 
'after the manner of the Apoftles of our Eord Jefus 
Chrift; when they (hall have given proof of this infpi- 
ration by the working of miracles, then, and not till 
then, will their pretenfions be credited." Are we not 
to underftand, from this propofition, that working 
miracles is the only proof of divine infpiration ? for 
Mr. Hett affirms that “ then (that is when miracles 
are wrought) and not till then, will their pretenfions be 
credited." You will obferve, that no diftin&ion is 
here made by Mr. Hett, between the ordinary gifts of 
the holy fpirit, which were, and (till are common to all 

believers, and the extraordinary gifts, which were prin- * 

/ 

cipally confined to the Apoftles. He only fpeaks of 
the evidence oP divine infpiration (imply confidered. 

It will be our bufinefs then to enquire whether there 
' can or cannot be any other evidence produced of di- 
vine infpiration, befides that of working miracles. And 
for this purpofe, I have no obje&ion to that chapter in 
Corinthians, which you think I have fo ftrangely mif- 
applied in my Reply to Mr. Hett, 

44 Now there are diverfities of gifts , but the fame fpirit. 
And there are differences of ^dminijlrations^ but ike fame 
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lord . And there are diverjities of operations ; bat it is the 
fame God which worketh all in all ” 

« But the manifejlation of the fpirit is given to every 
man to profit withal. For to one is given , by the fpirit , the 
word of wifdom ; to another the word of knowledge , by the 
fame fpirit ; to another faith , by the fame fpirit ; to ano- 
ther the gifts of healing , by the fame fpirit ; to another the 
working of miracles ; to another prophecy ; to another dij - 
cerning of fpirits ; to another divers kinds of tongues ; to 
another the interpretation of tongues ” . 

<« And God hath fet fome in the church ; firjl , ; 

fecondarily, prophets ; thirdly , teachers; after that , mira- 
cles; then gifts of healings helps in governments^ diverfi- 
ties of tongues ”, i Cor. xii. 

The Apoftle proceeds (after having mentioned thefe 
various gifts and operations of the fpirit) to enquire, 
«« Are all apofiles ? Are all prophets ? Are all teachers ? 
Are all workers of miracles ? Have all the gifts of healing ? 
Ho all fpeak with tongues ? Do all interpret ? Thefe 
various interrogatories convey to the mind a plain ne- 
gative as though the apoftle had faid no , furely not • 
For as there are 6C diverjities of gifts , diverjities of admi- 
nifirations , and diverjities of operations , fo alfo there 

are diverfities of evidences, all proving one point— 
divine infpiration . Some give evidence of it by pro- 

phecying, fome by teaching, fome by working mira- 
cles, fome by healing, fome by fpeaking in different 
tongues, and fome by interpreting tongues. 

Thus have I demonftrated, or rather the apoftle has 
demonftrated for me ? (for indeed little remains to be 
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done when the apoftle is fb very explicit) that there 
were different evidences even of the extraordinary in- 
fluences of the holy fpirit, according to the different 
kinds of gifts which were given to different individuate. 
But there were other evidences of divine inspiration* _ 
which do not come under the denomination either <©£ 
miraculous or extraordinary gifts of the fpirit; Iwat 
were common to all believers as well as the apoftles* 

| / “ The fruit of the fpirit is love , joy , peace, long-fvfflcr~ 

ing , gentlenefs , goodnefs, faith, meeknefs , temperance, agarnjf 
fuch there is no law ” Gal. v. 22, 23. Now if thefe are 
the fruits of the fpirit, then are they evidences of di- 
vine infpiration wherever they are found : and hence 
there may be divine infpiration where there is not the 
l > power to work miracles. — But if after all the Rev, 

Mr. Hett will not admit of any fatisfa&ory evidence 
of divine infpiration, but that of working miracles* 
then, according to his notion, it mud neccffarily follow 
In the very nature of things, and cannot poffibly be 
otherwife, that if he, the Rev. Mr. Hett, did not work: 
miracles when he profeffed to the Bifhop that he truffed 
I he was moved by the Holy Ghofl to take upon him 

the office of a Minifter, there is every poffible reafos* 
to believe that he was much more ftrongly moved by 

i 

the expectation of obtaining a good profitable living 
in the church, than with a fincere and fervent defire to 
fave immortal fouls. And Mr. Hett will do well* 
honeftly and clofely, to interrogate his own confidence 
on this important point. If this is not a fair inference 
from that Reverend gentleman's declaration, above re- 
cited, he muft then neceffarily Hand chargeable with 
the guilt of attempting to make the methodift preach- 
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crs appear ridiculous and contemptible, by infinuating 
to the world, that they profefs or fancy themfelvcs in- 
fpired with power to work miracles, than which nothing 
can be further from the truth. The methodilt preach- 
ers might, with equal juftice and propriety, proclaim 
to the inhabitants of Lincoln, that the Rev. Mr. Hett 
fancies himfelf infpired with power to work miracles 
every time he does duty in the Cathedral-church. And 
in fuch a 44 facred edifice” by fuch a qualified mi - 
nifier 9 who would wonder to fee them performed ! 

The Methodift Preachers no more “fancy” them- 
felves 44 infpired” with power to work miracles, after 
the manner of the apoftles, than they 44 fancy” them- 
felves 44 infpired,*' fo as to thunder after the manner 
of Jupiter, or to perform all the aftonilhing exploits 
of the heathen deities. And of this Mr. Hett and 
you fir, cannot poffibly be ignorant. 

As to your borrowed comment on the 12th of Co- 
rinthians, it proves nothing, except that you fet about 
a work in great hafte, which you evidently did not un- 
derhand; I never faw the extraordinary or miraculous 
gifts of the fpirit fo confounded with its ordinary ope- 
ration by any writer. We have no occafion to go to the 
13th chapter for an explanation of the 12th, the apoftle 
is quite explicit on the fubjeQ; of that chapter. We are 
perfe&ly fatisfied without any fuch comparifon, that 
* 4 it evidently appears, that the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghoft, were intended only for tranfient and tem- 
porary continuance." But we cannot believe with 
you, that 44 It is alfo notorious, from every authentic 
record, conne&ed with ecclefiaftical hiftory, that fu- 

i - ' 







( 35 ) 

pernatural illumination ceafed with the lives of the 
immediate fucceflors of the apoftles,” becaufe it has 
not yet been proved. Pray what is the. meaning of 
thofe words with which you and fome other writers of 
the age feem fo wonderfully pleafed, that you drag 
them into aimoft every page, ( fupernatural illumination 
and inward Jen/ation .) Can there poffibly be any di- 
vine 44 illumination " which is not 46 fupernatural ?" Are 
not all divine operations of the fpirit of God 4C fuptr* 
natural ?” That is, above nature, or what is not effe6fc- 
ed in the ordinary courfe of nature ? — All divine illu- 
- mination is fupernatural, and therefore it will follow 
of neceffiry, that if “ fupcrnatural illumination' ** has 
ceafed, all the divine influences of the fpirit of God 
on the heart of man have ceafed, together with 
all the confequences which neceflarily follow from fuch 
a conclufion. 

I before obferved, that the Methodifts never pro- 
fefs either in their writings or in their pulpits to be in- 
fpired, fo as to work miracles. But they profefs to 
believe in the ordinary influences of the divine fpirit, 
rationally, and fcripturally, and confiftently, with the 
articles, homilies, and liturgy of the church of En- 
gland. ' From whence I will proceed to make a few 
quotations. 

“ Works done before the grace of Chrift and the 
infpiration of his fpirit, are not pleafant to God; for- 
afmuch as they fpring not of faith in Jefus Chrift.'* 

Vide Article 13. 

“ For it is the Holy Ghoft, and no other thing that 
doth quicken the minds of men, ftirring up good and 

i 
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godly motions in their hearts, fuch as otherw ife of 
theur own crooked and perverfe nature they (hould 
never have/' 

Man of his own nature is flefhly and carnal, with- 
out any fpark of goodnefs in him, without any virtu- 
cos or godly motions,, only given to evil thoughts and 
wicked deeds* As for fruits of faith, charitable or 
getdly motions, if he have any at all in him, they pro- 
ceed only of the Holy Ghcft/' 

Vide Homily on Whitj unday, 

- • , r : . > » ' l — ' : V . - .. * ' ( ' > 

God who, as at this time, didft teach the hearts of 
thy faithful people, by the fending to them the light 
©f the holy fpirit, grant us by the fame fpirit, to have 
aright judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice 
in his holy comfort/' Vide Collett on Whitjunday * 

For as many as are led by the fpirit of God, they 
mt the Jons oj God” Rom. viii* 14. 

u For what man knoweth the things of a man, fave 
the fpirit of a man which is in him ? Even fo the things 
of God knoweth no man but the fpirit God/' 

ift Cor. ii. 11- 

4C But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the fpirit of God, for they are foolifhnefs unto him, 
neither can he know them, for they are fpiritually 
difeerned/* 1 Cor. ii. 14. 

46 Now if any man have not the fpirit of Chrift he is 
none of his/* Rom. viii. 9. 

Quotations both from the Scriptures and the Homi- 
lies might be almoft infinitely multiplied* but thefe are 
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fufficiently expreffive of the opinions of the Methodifls 
on the fcriptural dodrine of divine infpiratiori, which 
you* and many others, take upon you fo wickedly to 
burlefque with the epithets 44 fupernaturil and metho- 
diftical illumination/' 64 inward fenfatioti/' 41 enthufx- 
afm/' Sc c. 

In your fecond letter you inform your readers 
44 Wefley was a my flic, and that the fame ignis fatutfs 
which tempted Fenelon, alfo attraded him to follow the 
ghoft of De Renty and 44 that the devil hath in a 
Arid literal fenfe been let loofe among mankind in the 
eighteenth century of the chriftian aera.” Very likely 
fir; and it is equally probable that you have met with 
this devil * and taken inftrudions from him how to pro- 
ceed in the fecond letter of your examination* 

You have made yourfelf remarkably merry with a 
few detached extracts froth Mr. Wefley 's Journals, 
where he fpeaks of the great perfecution which he met 
with when preaching (not 44 a new religion that was 
authenticated by the introdudion of devils," as you 
A have affirmed, but an old one) the pure gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. 

On the fubjed of persecution* Mr. Wefley exprelfes 
himfelf, according to your quotations, as follows : — 

44 the devil knew his kingdom ihook* and therefore 
ftirred up his fervants to ring bells and make all the 
hoife they could/' 44 the devil's children fought vali- 
antly for their mailer* and many ftones fell on my 
right hand and on my left*" 44 Some other of the 
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children of Belial, had laboured to difturb us feveral 
nights before.” Thefe fhort detached extrafts, toge- 
ther with a few more concerning fome particular temp- 
tations, which Mr. Wefley mentions, tranfport you 
beyond meafure, and like an “ ignis fatuus ” lead you 
to the “ Cock -lane Ghoff “ Bob-major devils/ “ Imp's 
of the antichamber , &c.” 

As you feem to take much delight in quotations, 
where the word “devil* is mentioned, to exalt your 
joy, and increafe your happinefs, I will indulge you 
with two or three from the Homilies of your own 
church, which, (as the authors of them were not un- 
der the influence of any “ ignis /aims’) may yield yoti 
increafed pleafure. 

“ Chrift deftroyed the devil and all his tyranny.” 

“ He died to deftroy the rule of the devil in us.” 

“ Thus (good chriftian people) ye have heard how 
that he hath overcome the devil I* 

Vide Homily on the RefurreBion * 

r J . ' . 

“ For the devil will eflay to attempt all things.” 

Vide Homily on Matrimony . 

“ And the rebels themfelves are the very figures' of 
fiends and devils, and their captain the ungracious pat- 
tern of Lucifer and Satan / 1 

Vide Homily again fl Rebellion * 

I could produce from the fame fource numbers of 
fimilar fentences, but I acknowledge I do not feel the 
fame pleafant emotions that you happily experienced, 
in making quotations from the journals. Your merry 




/ 




( 39 ) , ' 

obfervations and unchafte infinuations, are only indi- 
cative of an impure mind, and lewd imaginations, and' 
fhew that you can laugh at persecution, and fport with 
temptation. Excellent qualifications indeed, for a, 
writer on fubje&s cf divinity. I fuppofe you never 
read of the devil taking our Lord and fetting him on 
a “pinnacle of the temple ,** nor of “ the meffenger of Satan, 
to buffet” Paul , nor of “ the prince of the power of the 
air 9 the fpirit that now worketh in the children oj dijobe - 
diencef for if you had, there can be no doubt but your 
volatile imagination would at once have transported 
you to a “ brick-bat battle,*' or a “ Cock-lane Ghoft.** 
Thefe are poor efforts Mr. Neefham, to Support your 
worthy Vicar, and refute the Methodifts. 

You next complain of 16 much harmony** being u in- 
terrupted*’ by a “ Brother Burditt of Olney." Your 
“ Brother Burditt," fir, is not a Methodift. tc Henry 
Parkins's" name is not to be found on the Methodift 
minutes. “ Memoirs of a Female Vagrant, recently 
published," were not “ ufhered into the world under 
the patronage of Methodifts query, were they not 
think you, “ ufhered into the world," by Mr. Neef- 
ham of Dunholm ? quite as likely. As his comment 
upon them is fo truly excellent. 

On the 38th page of the Examination we are told, 
« That the general doftrines taught at the conventicle 
in the alluring form of evangelical preaching, have a 
tendency to blind the underftanding, and fan&ion eve- 
ry propenfity to moral turpitude, is very evident; and 
is a natural confequence refulting from the unfcriptu- 
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ral do&rines of inftantaneous converfion and finlef$ 
perfection.” 

. You proceed, “ This is not mere declamation, and J 
prefume fir, you will not have the hardihood to contro- 
vert my aflertion.” You think yourfelf upon fafeground 
then I prefume ; however, as you do not feem to have 
examined it very piinutely, I will proceed to examine 
it for you. Pray what are we to underftand by “ evan- 
gelical preaching” ? If the fentiments contained in the 
above quotation, and fome other parts of your exa- 
mination, may be taken for aq anfwer to this plain 
queftion, and if it be a fair fample of your informa- 
tion on the fubjeft, you mud really fubmit fir, with 
all your learning, to be put on the lift with the Rev. 
Mr. Hett's unlettered local preachers, “ who do not 
know the ufe of a common englifh dictionary." — 
Evangelical preaching, fir, is the preaching of thofe 
do&rines which are found in the writings of the four 
Evangelifts, together with the epiftles of the holy apof- 
tles ; which in the mod plain and pointed manner, fet 
forth juftification by faith, through the righteoufnefs 
and blood -fhedding* of our Lord Jefus Chrift, agree- 
ably with the doarines of your own church. “ He 
pardoneth and abfolveth all them that truly repent, and 
unfeignedly believe his holy gofpel." See alfo Arti- 
cle the nth, 12th, 13th, and 18th. Homily 3rd on fal- 
vation, and 4th on true and living faith. — If the limits 
of this pamphlet would allow it, I could furnifh you 
with an hundred quotations direaiy to the point.— 
The words “ finlefs perfection,” Mr. Wefley never 
ufed in any of his> writings as his own words. The 
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methodifts believe in the fcriptural doctrine of chriftian 
perfection ; by which is meant nothing more than an 
advanced ftate of grace, in which the believer is ena- 
bled to love God with all his heart, mind, foul, and 
ftrength, and his neighbour as himfelf; which is th$ 
very perfeCUon that Mr, Neefham prays for whenever 
he attends divine fervice in the eftablifhed church, 
.? 4 Wherefore I pray and befcech you, as many as arc 
here prefent, to accompany me with a pure heart and 
humble voice.** 44 Wherefore let us befeech him to 
grant us true repentance and his holy fpirit, that the 
reft of our life hereafter may be pure and holy." 

Vide Order of Morning Prayer. 

64 Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open and 
all defires known, and from whom no fecrets are hid, 
cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts by the infpirationof 
thy holy fpirit, that we may perfe&ly love thee and 
worthily magnify thy holy name, through Chrift our 
Lord. Amen." Vide Communion Colled. 

Thefe quotations fully exprefs or imply all that the 
Methodifts intend by chriftian perfe&ion.* The fcrip- 
tural doCtrines of juftification by faith, or “inftantane- 
ous converfion," and chriftian perfe&ion, can no more 
44 (trike at the root of repentance," or any other expe- 
rimental or practical branch of true religion, than the 
upper ftories of a building 44 ftrike" at the foundation ; 
or than the higher branches of the mathematics “ ftrike 
at the root" of the four firft rules of arithmetic. 

I You are certainly one of the rareft divines that I 

ever met with. It is a great pity fir, but you had gone 
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to a methodift 44 conventicle ” or any other 44 conventicle” 
where you might have obtained a better knowledge of 
your own do&rines. As meanly as you think of the 
methodift preachers, you would not pafs, I allure you, 
in the very loweft rank. The Reverend Mr. Hett may 
perhaps admit you on the lift of his 44 Hedge- Doctors*” 

<4 From fuch Apoftles, Oh ye mitred heads, 

Preferve the church! and lay not carelefs hands 
, On fculls, that cannot teach and will not learn/ - * 



V 



In your laft letter you fall in with 44 Count Sweden- 
borg,” who you fay 44 in one of his journeys to the 
other world informs us, that he met with John Calvin 
in a very pityful plight, fuffering for his unrighteous 
pofitions concerning predeftination.” As this certainly 
cannot be mended, I fhali leave it ; only obferving, 
that when Mr. Neefham finds it convenient to lampoon 
a good man, he has no obje&ion even to the wild re- 
veries of 44 Count Swedenburg.” I obferyed in my 
reply to the Rev. Mr. Hett, that I was not a Calvi- 
nift. I lhall therefore write no apology for them as 
you have fuggefted. Rut what you have written a- 
gainft them, brings to my mind what the learned Dr. 
Watts has faid in his preface to his Philofophy, 44 the 
fpeedieft way to full aflurance in any point, is to read 
only one fide of the queftion .” This has evidently 
been your way of examining controverted points in 
theology, hence you haftily jump at conclufions. Your 
pompous pretenfions to an acquaintance with the Fa- 
thers^ will have but little weight, I prefume, with the 
more judicious part of your readers. 

* That cannot tcacb and will not learn Divinity. 
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You tell us that you u prefume not to fit in judg- 
ment upon any man’s creed, but that it is vour own 
you are bound to defend.” And immediately with 
your ufual confiflency, you fay, 66 I fhall proceed not 
by furioufiy tearing down the props of your hypothetic 
cal religion^ but by making them diflolve peaceably iq 
their own weaknefs.” As to our religion , which we 
think is the religion of the bible, it has already flood 
many far hotter fires than Mr. Neefham is able to 
light up ; therefore, it is not likely to be dijjolved by 
his warm embers. But like a miftaken friend, or a 
whitewafhed enemy, he has unhappily applied his light- 
ed match to the fundamental dodlrines of his own 
church. And if the Rev. Vicar does not call him to 
order about it, there will then be fufficient caufe to 
complain of “ clerical dereli&ion of duty.” 

You have acknowledged yourfelf to be 6i an un- 
worthy member” of the eflablifhed church, and I 
believe from fuch an acknowledgement, there will be 
no dijjcnters. You certainly muft be unworthy enough; 
fo unworthy, that if you had been a member of th« 
Methodift Society, you would have been tur»ed out. 
When a man publicly denies, or explains away as you 
have done, two of the leading do&rines of the church 
to which he profefTedly belongs, he does not delerve 
the name, even of an “ unworthy member .” — He ought 
to be cafhiered, whether he be a minifler or a private 
perfon. 

■ . . - * 

The Methodifls are pretty well acquainted with the 
dodlrines of the eflablifhed churchy and to the major 
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part of them they have no objeftions. But when the 
pulpit quarrels with the defk, and the life of the mi- 
nifter is at variance with both ; they then beg leave to 
become Diffenters. Only let the minifters of the es- 
tablifhed church, faithfully preach the evangelical 
doftrines contained in the articles and homilies, and 
aft in concord with them too, then will they be fure 
to have the Methodifts for their hearers. And in fuch 
a cafe, if they themfelves, fhould be called Mcthodijl 
Preachers , it would give me no furprife. % 

c i~We venerate the man whole heart is warm, 

Whofe hands are pure, whofe doftrines and who fe life 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof. 

That he is honed in the facred caufe. •? 

To fuch we render more than mere refpeft, 

Whofe aftions fay, that they refpeft themfelves." 

But we can never 66 venerate the many" however 
learned, and dignified by worldly titles, who is 

u Loofe in morals, and in manners vain," 

Ambitious of preferment for its gold." 

I would particularly recommend you Mr. Neefham* 
to read your Bible more* together, with the articles 
and homilies of your own /church, for it is manifeft 
that you know but little of their doftrines at prefent. 
And if you will not think it too MethodiJUcal” an em- 
ployment, read Mr. Wefley's four firft volumes of 
fermons, and his appeal ; you will by fo doing, ob- 
tain a better acquaintance with the Methodift doftrines 
which you foraftdy reprobate. You may have dudied 
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(for ought I know) but not divinity. At preTent you 
feem to be much better acquainted with the 66 Arabian 
Nights” than with theology ; fcraps of Iatin and quo- 
tations from reviews, together with an abundance of 
fcurrility, can never fiipply the place of fcriptural and 
rational evidence. Indeed your title page makes quite 
againft you, for it might with as much propriety have 
been u a fcriptural refutation” of the articles and ho- 
milies of the church of England, as what it is. So pal- 
pable a diflenter from the ftandard do&rines of the 
eftablifhed church as you are, cannot be found in the 
whole Methodift connexion. 

In fa ft, as to fixed principles, youfeetn tohavfcnoni; 
you flatly contradict yourfelf. I will point out to tbfe 
Reader another inconfiftency, and then conclude Speak- 
ing of thewickednefs of men, you fay in page 43, “ When 
they can fancy a God ready to forgive, and a Saviour 
to expiate every fin, what is to flop them.” On the 
46th page 66 the blood of Chrift*fhed for our falvation, 
procured the grace of repentance for the whole world.” 
Such inconfiftency needs no expofition* So long as 
the Methodifts have accefs to the articles and homilies, 
neither the Rev. Mr. Hett, nor Mr. Neefham, not 
(it is a bold faying) any other minifter or member of 
the eftablifhed church, can ever take up his pen to 
write againft that Society in matters of faith, without 
expofing himfelf to the fevere bufferings of his own 
creed. I will further add on this occafion, I am not 
forry that the Rev. Mr. Hett and Mr. Neefham, have 
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written againft the Methodifts, but am rather 44 happy 
(as St. Paul faid to King Agrippaon another occafion) 
becaufe I (hall anfwer for my (elf.” Truth never fuf- 
fers by inveftigation, nor ultimately by oppofition. 

That highly refpeftable divine, Dr. Paley, has faid, 
(fpeaking of the primitive chriftians) 44 After men be- 
came chriftians, much of their time was fpent in prayer 
and devotion, in religious meetings, in celebrating the 
eucharift, in conferences, in exhortations, in preach- 
ing, in an affectionate imereourfe with one another, 
and correfpondence with other Societies. Perhaps 
their mode of life, in its form and habit, was not very 
unlike the Unitas Fratrum , or of modern Methodijls.*' 
y Vide Paley* s Evidences oj Chrijlianity . * 

Such an acknowledgement from the pen of a Me- 
thodift Preacher would pafs for little ; but from a mi- 
nifter of the eftablifted church, fo highly eftceftied 
for his learning and abilities, it is faying a great deak 
Concerning Mr.Wefley it has thus been (kid by aeldri- 
gyman, [the R-ev. John Fletcher ) whofe acknowledged 
piety was perhaps equal to airy that eve* ad&fned the 
church of England ; — 

• ' *• ?. r' ? • 

w Of the two greateft and mod afefal niinifters I 
ever knew, one, (Mr. Whitfield) is no more; Tfte 
other, (Mr. Wefley) after amazing labours, flies (till 
with unwearied diligence through the three kingdoms, 
calling ftnners to repentance, and to the heating foun- 
tain of Jefus’s biood. Though opprefTed with the 
weight of near feventy years, and the care of near 
thirty thoufand fouls, he fhames ftill, by his unabated 
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zeal and immenfe labours, all the young minifters in 
England, perhaps in chriftendom. He has generally 
blown the gofpel trumpet, and rode twenty miles be- 
fore mod of the profelTors who defpife his labours have 
left their downy pillows. As he begins the day, the 
week, the year, fo he concludes them ; ftill intent up- 
on extenfive fervices for the glory of the redeemer, 
and the good of fouls. And Ihall we lightly lift up 
\ our pens, our tongues, our hands againft him? No, 
let them rather forget their cunning. If we will quar- 
rel, can we find nobody to fall out with, but the mi- 
nifter upon whom God puts the greateft honour ? 
Thus I conclude, wifhing you fir, and the Rev. Mr. 
Hctt, every bleifing arifing from a theoretical and ex- 
perimental acquaintance with the doftrines of your 
own church. ' 

I am Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

WILLIAM MAWER. 

* 

k Lincoln , 

November 21, 1810. 
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